University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Archives and Special Collections

Archives of the Center for Jewish Culture
Oral History Collection
New Bedford/Fall River Jewish Community, 1979-[ongoing]

Manuscript Collection — CIC/MC 23

Extent: 164 interviews on 236 audiocassette or VHS tapes (interviews are continually
being added to this collection)

Historical note: the oral history program sponsored by the Center for Jewish Culture
began in 1981, inspired by professor Robert Waxler’s interview of Fisher Abramson in
August of that year. In all, Robert Waxler completed the first 8 interviews entered into
the collection in the summer and early fall of 1981. Volunteers Judy Barry and Barbara
Kaplan were then charged to organize an oral history program for the Center, in
preparation for the exhibit on the history of the Jewish communities in Fall River and
New Bedford, which took place in the UMD library in 1982. Most interviews took place
between 1981 and 1996, and then again in 2002-2003.

Scope and contents note: Tapes are numbered and boxed in the order they were
completed and logged in the collection. For convenience, there is an alphabetical index
included with this finding aid. An accession list of interviews, an index of tape contents,
biographical sheets on each narrator, and releases are contained in 3-ring binders with the
collection. The accession list is arranged in the order that the interviews were conducted
and logged in, but all other lists are arranged alphabetically. About 47 of the interviews
have been transcribed.

Access: unrestricted, but publication or exhibit or any use of these materials should be
discussed with the Archivist and with the families of individuals interviewed.

Processing note: Reboxed and finding aid written, February ’02 by JFarrar.



Inventory

Binders

#1 Accession list of tapes

#1-2  Index of tape contents, arranged alphabetically.

#3 Biographical information sheets, arranged alphabetically

#4 Releases, arranged alphabetically
Boxes

Box 1 Tapes # 1-36

Box 2 Tapes # 37-71

Box 3 Tapes # 72-105

Box 4 Tapes # 106-141

Box 5 Tapes # 142-178

Box 6 Tapes # 179-

Box 6a Tapes

Box 7-10  Transcriptions

Box 11 Photographs

Box 12 Narrator card file

Box 13 VHS and Mini DV versions of interviews
Box 14-15 Transcriptions to be corrected/edited



Box 1, Tapes #1-36

Tape #

#1
#2-3
#4

#5

#6
#7-9
#10-13
#14-15
#16
#17
#18
#19
#20
#21
#22-23
min.
#24
#25
#26
#27
#28-29
#30-31

#32
#33

#34
#35
#36

Interviewee(s)

Bertha Leen
Sylvia Papkin
Dora Leen
Milton Levy

Rose Kestenbaum

Dora Rusitzky

Fisher Abramson

Dora Radovsky
Oscar Epstein

Dr. Eli Nochinow

Philip Barnet
Anna Levy
Sam Lipman
Leo Berkowitz
Joe Nisson

Date

1979, Dec. 3
1981 Summer
1981, July 20
1981, July 21
1981, July 28
1981 Aug 5

1981 Aug. 18
1981, Oct. 29

1982, Feb. 17
1982, Feb. 22
1982 March 2
1982, March 3
1982 March 4

Dr. Eliezar Nochimow 1982 Feb. 17

Roberta Barnet
Louis Stone
Bill Wollison
Gussie Feingold
Myron Herman

Mrs. Mamie Feingold

Moe Sederholm

Lillian Feingold

George Goodman

1982 March 10
1982 March 10
1982 March 20
1982 March 24
1982, April 11

1982, April
1982 March 18/
April 17
1982, March 28
1982, April 24

Abram & Sam Rusitzky1982 Feb. 24/

May 8

Interviewer(s) Length

Martin Butler

Robert Waxler

Robert Waxler

Robert Waxler

Robert Waxler 60 min.

Robert Waxler

Judy Barry/Robert Waxler

Robert Waxler

Judy Barry 60 min.

Lillian Shwartz

Irene Mickelson

Judy Barry 40 min.

Barbara Kaplan 60

Barbara Kaplan 60 min

Judy Barrry 30 min

Irene and David Mickelson

Judy Barry

Sharon Feingold 40 min

Judy Barry/Barbara Kaplan
75 min

Sharon Feingold 50 min.

William Wollison, 140 min.

Cindy Yoken

William Wollison, 30 min

Jack Levine/Judy Barry



Box 2 - Tapes # 37-71

Tape #

#37-38
#39-40
#41
#42
#43
#44
#45-46
#47
#48

#49

#50
#51
#52
#53
#54
#55
#56
#57
#58
#59
#60-61

#62-63
#64
#65
#66
#67
#68
#69
#70
#71

Interviewee(s) Date

Morris Sederholm
Abram and Sam Rusitzky

Rose Felder

Ethel Kaplan 1982, April 4
L. Richard Liss 1982, Feb. 23
Belle Markell 1982, May 3

Dora Smith Richards 1982 July 28
Excerpts used in exhibit
Mollie Katzman Bloomberg
and Gussie Lipis
1982, April 17
Group discussion with
Evelyn Lowenstein and
interview of Ruby

Lubinsky, 1982, April 15
Vincent Soforenko Bishop
Fannie Dashoff 1982, April 29

Minnie Somer 1982 May 6
Rose and George Alpert1982 Sept. 22

Albert Goldstein 1982 Nov. 2
Celia Shief 1982 Oct. 21
I. Edward Morse 1982, Nov. 2

Dr. Abraham Portnoy 1982 Nov. 10

Gussie Helfand 1982, Aug. 22
Elizabeth Brody 1982, Nov. 2
Louis Alpert 1982 Nov. 16
Louis Brody 1982, Oct. 22
Robert Genensky 1982 Dec. 19

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Finger, 1982 May 12

Joseph Brenner 1982 Dec. 22
Mrs. Louis Pildus 1982 Dec. 21
William Kranztler 1982, June 9

Claire Wollison Hurwitz1983 Feb. 4
Annie Horvitz Cohen 1983 March 23
Anna Meltzer Ambush 1983 April 13

1982, May 25

Interviewer(s)

Length

Charlotte Kaplan Salon (?)

Helene Rosenberg
Shirley Soforenko
Barbara Kaplan,

Evelyn Lowenstein

Evelyn Lowenstein,
Shirley Soforenko
Grace Cooperstein,
Grace Cooperstein,
Judy Barry

June Barroll

June Barroll
Morris Hamburg
Murray Hamberg
Irene Mickelson
Judy Barry

Judy Barry

Judy Barry

Louis Brody
Lillian Shwartz
Louis Brody
Louis Brody
William Wollison
Judy Barry

Judy Barry

Louis Brody

30min.
20 min
15 min
60 min
30min.
45 min
50 min
45 min
45 min

30 min

120min

50min
45 min



Box 3 - Tapes # 72-105

Tape #

#72
#73
#74
#75

#76
#T17
#78
#79
#80
#81
#82-83
#84-85

#86

#87

#88

#89

#90

#91
#92-93
#94

#95

#96
#97-98
#99

#100
#101

min

#102
#103-104
#105-106

Interviewee(s)

Lillian Dennis,
Hyman Cohen,
MaxGreenstein

Edward Friedberg,

Tillie Cronig,
Milton Horvitz,

Esther Katzman,

Morris E. Fox,
Sadie Barroll,
Esau Levin,

Sarah Goodman
Anna Silverstein and

Morris Rubin,
Max Margolis,

Anne Horvitz Levine,
Gertrude Shuster,
Lillian Goldstein,

Ida Chavenson,
Jacob Kline
Lillian Alpert,

Abraham Sharkansky
Morris Horvitz Jr. .,

Isador Levin,
June Barroll,

Samuel Bolusky,

Ida Bolusky,

Date

1983, April 14,
1983, April 13,
1983, Feb. 24,
1983, April 21

and May 5, 1983,

1983, April 27,
1983, May 2,

1983, May 23,
1983, May 24,
1983, May 24,
1983, April 24,
1983, May 20,

1983 June 29,
1983, Sept. 19,
1983, Aug. 8,
1983 Sept. 22,
1982, Oct. 24,
Oct. 26,

1982, Nov. 16,
1983 July 2,

1984, Jan. 4,
1984, Jan. 2,
1984 March,
1984, Feb. 19,
1984, Feb. 19,

Mary Blum Schwartz 1984 May 4,

Interviewer(s)

Louis Brody
Louis Brody,
June Barroll,

Louis Brody
Louis Brody
Louis Brody,
Louis Brody,
Louis Brody
Louis Brody,
Judy Barry

Judy Barry,

Judy Barry
June Barroll,
June Barroll
Edith Horvitz
Anna Lepes
Anna Lepes,
Arline Alpert

Anna Lepes,
Anna Lepes,

Mervin Bulosky,
Mervin Bulosky,

June Barroll,

Fleisch Family, 1983, Aug. 1, Barbara Kaplan, 30 minutes

Grace Rubinstein, 1984 Sept., 40 minutes

Dorothy Siegel,

1984 Sept.,

self narrated,

Length

10 min
47 min

15 min
20 min

10 min

&0 min

45 min

40 min

10 min
20 min
75 min
30 min
30 min
40

20 min



Box 4 - Tapes # 106-141

Tape #

#107
#108
#109-110
#111
#112-113
#114
#115
#118
#119
#120-121

#122
#123
#124-126
#129
#130
#131
#132-134
135
136-137
138-139

140
141

Interviewee(s) Date Interviewer(s) Length
Donald Mendelson, 1984, Sept. Dorothy Siegel, 20 min
Samuel Ehrenhaus, 1984, Sept. 13, Judy Barry

Rebecca and Stanley Goldstein1984, Nov. 7, Judy Barry, 120 min
Nathaniel Lassow, 1983, June 17, Louis Brody

Ruth Silverstein Sadow1985 May 6, Judy Barry,

Dr. Maurice Kenler, 1985, Sept. 18, Judy Barry, 20 min
Rose Rosenberg Kaplan, 1985, Aug. 25, Judy Barry, 50 min

Wishnefsky Family Reunion
Notes on interview with Coleman Lipman, 1985, Dec. 2, Judy Barry

Donald Zeman, 1986 April 7, Judy Barry,

2" voice is Gloria Zeman

Lena Sobiloff Manas, Judy Barry, 45 min
Lena Garbatsky, 1986, May 20, Judy Barry, 60 min
Norman Zalkind, 1986 Sept. 22, Judy Barry

Edith Kusinitz, 1982, Sept. 30, Grace Cooperstein, 35 min
Arthur Novick, 1988 Jan. 28, Judy Barry, 60 min
Samuel Ades 1988 May 24, Judy Barry 45 min
Don Mickelson, 1988, March 4, Judy Barry, 120 min
Morris Lepes, 1988, Aug 15, Judy Barry, 30 min
Mollie Krasnow Cohen., 1989 June 26, Judy Barry

Isadore Settlow 1989 April 24, Judy Barry,

3" voice — Sylvia Settlow

Pauline Radovsky 1989 Dec. 5, Shirley Soforenko, 20 min

Lillian Kline, 1989, Nov. 11, Shirley Soforenko



Box 5 - Tapes #142-178

Tape #

142-143
144-145
146
147
148-150
151
152
153
154
155
156-158
159
160
161
163
164-165
166
167
168-169
170
171
172
173-175
176
177
178

Box 6 Tapes # 179-

179
180
181-182

183
184
185
186-187
188-189
190
191
192-193

Interviewee(s) Date

Barnet Smola, 1990 Dec. 8,
Barbara Mickelson, 1991, Aug. 10,
Theresa Wollison, 1992 Jan. 26,
Esther Eisenberg, 1996, Sept. 3,
Phyllis Baron Mayer Feb. 15, 2001
Melvin B. Yoken, 2002 August 15,
Judy Barry, 2002 Aug. 20,
Rachel Levinson, 2002 Aug. 23,
Barbara Kaplan 2002 Aug. 2,
Stanley Lipp 2002 Sept. 11,
Stanley Lipp, between 1998-2000
Barbara Samuels, 20020ct. 2,
Ruth Ades, 2002 Sept. 23,
Eveylyn Kroudvird Rosen 2002 Oct. 7,
Goldie Gitlin 2002 Oct. 15,
Shulamith Friedland 2002 Oct. 22,
Lorraine Kaplan 2002 Oct.13
Rae Margolis Bloomberg2002 Oct. 31
Rose Juda 2002 Oct. 12
Dr. Anna Radovsky 2002 Nov. 16
Anne Prial 2002Dec. 8
Arline Alpert 2003 Jan. 8
Janet Freedman 2002 Dec. 17, 24
Thomas Ellison 1982 Nov.
Dorothy A. Levine 1982

Evelyn Lowenstein 2003 Jan. 22
Irma Wolfe 2003 Jan. 14
Sidney Beserosky 2003 Feb. 4
Sam Seif 2002 Oct. 22
Eleanor Levine (no tape)

Edith Beserosky 2003 Nov. 3
Esther Kaplan 2003 Feb. 3
Helen Babin 2003 May 30
Dr. William Abesh 2003 June 20
Nathan Barry 2003 June 24
Sylvia Yoken 1994 June 3
Merrill Shwartz 2003 Aug 22
Calvin Siegel 2003 Aug 27

Interviewer(s)

Barbara Kaplan,
Judy Barry,
Barbara Kaplan
Helene Rosenberg,
Cindy Yoken

Judy Barry

Cindy Yoken
Cindy Yoken
Cindy Yoken

Judy Barry

Cindy Yoken
Cindy Yoken
Cindy Yoken
Cindy Yoken
Cindy Yoken
Sarah Gross
Marcia Revzin
Sandra Baker

June Roberts
Cindy Yoken
Cindy Yoken
Cindy Yoken
Evelyn Lowenstein
Evelyn Lowenstein
Cindy Yoken

Helene Rosenberg

Length

60 min
60 min

30 min

FElaine Tisdale Asselin

Helene Rosenberg
Cindy Yoken
Judy Barry

Cindy Yoken
Cindy Yoken
Melvin Yoken
Judy Barry

Judy Barry



194
195-201
202
203
204-207
208
209
210
211
212-213
214
215
216-218
219
221-223
224-226
227-229
230-232
233-234
235
236

Myer Halpren
Alan Ades

Lee Cohen
Murrary Rososky
Sy Goldstein
Anna Zalkind
Ruth Cehbot
Arthur Gorban
Lillian Shwartz
Ethel Schwartz
Sylvia Mininberg
Rosa Scheinman
Milton Silva

Eli Heimberg
Herb Seltzer

Konstantine Yankopolous

Sheldon Friedland
Madeleine Hecht
Rubye Finger
Barbara Gotlib
Aaron Gotlib

2003 Sept. 16
2003 Sept. 18, 22

Helene Rosenberg
Cindy Yoken

2003 Oct. 22 Sarah Danahy/Cindy Yoken
2003 Oct. 13 Cindy Yoken
2003 Nov. 3 Cindy Yoken
2003 Jan. 23 Evelyn Lowenstein
2003 Nov. 11 Steve Gorban
2003 Oct. 13 Matthew Passarelli
2004 Jan. 4 Cindy Yoken
2004 Jan. 8 Cindy Yoken
2003 Oct. 2 Julie Noble
2004 Mar 17 Cindy Yoken
2004 Mar. 17 Cindy Yoken
2004 Mar. 12 Cindy Yoken
2004 April 14 Cindy Yoken
2004 May 10 Cindy Yoken
2004 May 22 Cindy Yoken
2004 Oct. 21 Cindy Yoken
2004 July 7 Helene Rosenberg

2004 July 7

Helene Rosenberg



Box 7 — Transcriptions (completed in the 1980s)

Fisher Abramson
Roberta Barnet
Ida Chavenson
Oscar Epstein
George Goodman
Max Greenstein
Myron Herman
Rose Kestenbaum
Bertha Leen

Dora Leen
Milton Levy
Samuel Lipman
Belle Markell

Eli Nochimow
Sylvia Papkin
Abram & Samuel Rusitzky
Dora Rusitsky
Morris Sederhom
Louis Stone
William Wollison

Box 8 — Transcriptions

Abesh, William
Abramson, Fisher (duplicate)
Ades, Alan

Ades, Ruth

Alpert, Arline

Barry, Judy

Barry, Nathan

Beserosky, Edith
Beserosky, Sidney

Cohen, Lee

Feingold, Lillian
Freedman, Janet

Friedland, Shulamith
Gitlin, Goldie

Gorban, Arthur

Halpren, Myer

Hecht, Madeleine
Heimberg, Eli

Herman, Myron (duplicate)
Horvitz, Milton



Juda, Rose (with term paper)

Box 9 — Transcriptions

Kaplan, Barbara

Kaplan, Esther

Kaplan, Lorraine

Kestenbaum, Rose (duplicate)
Leen, Bertha (duplicate)

Leen, Dora (duplicate)

Levine, Eleanor

Levinson, Rachel (with term paper)
Levy, Milton (duplicate)
Lowenstein, Evelyn

Mickelson, Barbara

Mininberg, Sylvia

Morse, Libby (written only - not taped)
Papkin, Sylvia (duplicate)

Prial, Anne

Radovsky, Dr. Anna

Rosen, Evelyn Kroudvird
Rosofsky, Murray

Box 10 — Transcriptions

Rusitzky, Dora (duplicate)
Samuels, Barbara
Scheinman, Rose
Schwartz, Ethel

Seif, Sam (see binder for more)
Seltzer, Herb

Shwartz, Lillian

Silva, Milton

Wolfe, Irma

Yankopolus, Konstantine
Yoken, Melvin

Yoken, Sylvia

Zalkind, Anna

Box 11 — Photographs (by narrator)

Ades, Ruth

Barry, Judy

Felder, Rose (slides)
Kaplan, Barbara



Kaplan, Ethel (slides)

Kaplan, Esther

Markell, Belle (slides)

Mayer, Phyllis (binder of materials)
Rusitzky, Sam and Abram (slides)
Rusitzky, Dora (slide)

Sederholm, Morris and Mollie (slides)

Box 12 Narrator card file

Box 13 VHS and Mini DV versions of interviews

Box 14 — Transcriptions to be corrected/edited

Alpert, Louis

Bulosky, Ida

Bulosky, Samuel

Cohen, Mollie

Ehrenhaus, Samuel and Rose
Feingold, Gussie
Feingold, Lillian

Felder, Rose

Finger, Samuel and Sylvia
Garbatsky, Lena
Goldstein, Albert
Goldstein, Sy and Rebecca
Goodman, Sarah Wollison
Helfand, Gussie

Box 15 — Transcriptions to be corrected/edited

Kaplan, Rose
Kline, Jack
Kline, Lillian
Lepes, Morris
Lipp, Stanley
Mickelson, Don
Radovsky, Dora
Radovsky, Pauline
Settlow, Isadore
Siegel, Dorothy
Smola, Barnet
Zalkind, Norman
Zeman, Donald



Alphabetical Index to narrators

Abesh, William, # 186-187
Abramson, Fisher #10-13

Ades, Alan, # 195-201

Ades, Ruth # 160

Ades, Samuel #131

Alpert, Arline #172

Alpert, George and Rose #53
Alpert, Lillian Silverman, #60-61
Alpert, Louis #60-61

Atabush, Anna, # 71

Babin, Helen, # 185

Barnet, Philip, #18

Barnet, Roberta # 25

Barroll, June, #97-98

Barroll, Sadie, #80

Barry, Judy, # 152

Barry, Nathan, # 188-189
Berkowitz, Leo, # 21
Beserosky, Edith, # 183
Beserosky, Sidney, # 180
Bishop, Vincent Soforenko, #50
Blomberg, Mollie Katzman, #48
Bloomberg, Rae Margolis, # 167
Brenner, Joseph, #66

Brody, Elizabeth, #59

Brody, Louis, # 62-63

Bulosky, Ida Shwartz, # 100
Bulosky, Samuel, #99
Chavenson, Ida, 1982, #90
Chebot, Ruth, # 209

Cohen, Annie Horvitz, # 70
Cohen, Hyman, #73

Cohen, Lee, # 202

Cohen, Mollie K, # 136-137
Cronig, Tillie, # 76

Dashoff, Fannie, # 51

Dennis, Lillian, # 72
Ehrenhaus, Samuel and Rose, # 108
Eisenberg, Esther, #147

Ellison, Thomas, #176

Epstein, Oscar, #16

Feingold, Gussie, # 28, 29



Feingold, Lillian, #34

Feingold, Mamie, # 32

Felder, Rose, Grace Cooperstein, # 41
Finger, Rubye, # 233-234

Finger, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel, # 65
Fleisch, Harry, Hyman, Sylvia, #102
Fox, Morris, #79

Freedman, Janet, # 173-175
Friedberg, Edward, # 75
Friedland, Sheldon, # 227-229
Friedland, Shulamith, # 164-165
Garbatsky, Lena, # 123

Genensky, Robert, # 64

Gitlin, Goldie, # 163’

Gold, Alice, #49

Goldstein, Albert, # 54

Goldstein, Lillian, # 89

Goldstein, Mrs. Harry (Rebecca), # 109-110
Goldstein, Sy, # 204-207
Goodman, George B., # 35
Goodman, Sarah Wollison, #82-83
Gorban, Arthur, # 210

Gotlib, Aaron, # 236

Gotlib, Barbara, # 235

Greenstein, Max, # 74

Halpren, Myer, # 194

Hecht, Madeleine, # 230-232
Heimberg, Eli, # 219

Helfand, Gussie, #58

Herman, Myron, #30-31

Horvitz, Milton, #77

Horvitz, Morris, Jr, #95

Hurwitz, Claire Wollison, #69
Juda, Rose, # 168-169

Kaplan, Barbara, # 154

Kaplan, Esther, # 184

Kaplan, Ethel Miriam Long, # 42
Kaplan, Lorraine, # 166

Kaplan, Rose Rosenberg, # 115
Katzman, Esther Yalov, #78
Kenler, Maurice, # 114
Kestenbaum, Rose Minkin, # 6
Kline, Jack (Jacob), # 91

Kline, Lillian, # 141

Kranzler, William, # 68

Kusinitz, Edith, # 129



Lassow, Nathaniel, # 111

Leen, Bertha Horvitz, #1

Leen, Dora, # 4

Lepes, Morris, # 135

Levin, Esau, # 81

Levin, Isadore, # 96

Levine, Anne, # 87

Levine, Dorothy, # 177

Levine, Eleanor, written only, see transcriptions
Levinson, Rachel, # 153

Levy, Anna, # 19

Levy, Milton, # 5

Lipman, Coleman, # 119

Lipman, Samuel, # 20

Lipp, Stanley, # 155, # 156-158

Liss, L. Richard, # 43

Lowenstein, Evelyn, # 178

Manas, Lena (Sobiloff) and Shirley Picard, # 122
Margolis, Max, # 86

Markell, Belle, # 44

Mayer, Phyllis Baron, # 148-150
Mendelson, Donald, # 107
Mickelson, Barbara, # 144-145
Mickelson, David, # 132-134
Mininberg, Sylvia, # 214

Morse, 1. Edward, # 56

Morse, Libby (no tape — written only)
Nisson, Joseph, # 22-23

Nochimow, Dr. Eliezar, # 24

Novick, Arthur, # 130

Papkin, Sylvia, # 2-3 from notes
Pildus, Louis, # 67

Portnoy, Dr. Abraham, # 57

Prial, Anne, #171

Radovsky, Dr. Anna, # 170
Radovsky, Dorothy, # 14-15
Radovsky, Pauline (Green), # 140
Richards, Dora W., # 45-46

Rosen, Evelyn Kroudvird, # 161
Rosofsky, Murray, # 203

Rubinstein, Grace Mendelson, # 103-104
Rusitzky, Dora # 7-9

Rusitsky, Samuel and Abram, , #36, 39, 40
Sadow, Ruth S., # 112

Samuels, Barbara, # 159

Scheinman, Rosa, # 215



Schwartz, Ethel, # 212-213
Schwartz, Mary (Blum), # 101
Sederholm, Morris, # 33, 37,38

Seif, Sam, # 181-182

Seltzer, Herb, # 221-223

Settlow, Isadore, # 138-139
Sharkansky, Abe, Freida Finkelstein, # 94
Shief, Celia, # 55

Shuster, Gertrude, # 88

Shwartz, Lillian, # 211

Shwartz, Merrill, # 191

Siegel, Calvin, # 192-193

Siegel, Dorothy, # 105-106

Silva, Milton, # 216-218

Silverstein, Anna and Morris Rubin, # 84-85
Smola, Barnet, # 142-143

Somer, Minnie Miller, # 52

Stone, Louis, # 26

Wollison, Theresa, # 146

Wollison, William, # 27
Yankopolus, Konstantine, # 224-226
Zalkind, Anna, # 208

Zalkind, Norman, #124-126

Zeman, Donald, # 120-121

Yoken, Melvin, # 151

Yoken, Sylvia, # 190
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