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Administrative note:  On July 7, 1960, at the recommendation of the governor, the General Court of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts enacted legislation creating Southeastern Massachusetts Technological 
Institution from the merger of the Bradford Durfee College of Technology in Fall River and the New 
Bedford Institute of Technology in New Bedford (Chapter 543 of the Acts and Resolves of Massachusetts, 
1960).  The Act also provided for the appointment of a board of 15 trustees by the governor with the 
“advice and consent of the council and the commissioner of education.” After the initial appointment, each 
trustee selected was to serve a term of 3 years.  SMTI was to be maintained by the Commonwealth for the 
purpose of “giving instruction in the theory and practical arts of engineering and science, the liberal arts, 
and other appropriate curricula which shall be established from time to time to include such scientific, 
technological, and other studies as may be deemed desirable by the board of trustees (Chapter 75B, section 
1).”  The General Court appropriated $1.5 million dollars in 1960 to acquire land for a campus site and for 
development of the initial architectural plans.  700 acres in North Dartmouth were acquired, architect Paul 
Rudolph was hired to design the campus, and ground was broken for the first building June 14, 1964.  
Group I was dedicated June 5, 1966 and opened for classes that fall.  Group II, Research, and the Textile 
Technology Building were completed in 1969; the Administration building was completed in 1970, and the 
Campus Center and Athletic Center were completed in 1971.  Between 1960 and 1966 campuses were 
maintained as SMTI in both New Bedford and Fall River, at the facilities of the merged schools.   
 
The name of SMTI was changed in 1969 to Southeastern Massachusetts University (Chapter 396 of the 
Acts of 1969) when the institution received formal university status from the Commonwealth, recognized 
as an independent unit within the state system consisting of five undergraduate colleges - Arts and 
Sciences, Business and Industry, Engineering, Nursing and Fine and Applied Art- and one graduate school 
- Engineering.  SMU joined the 5 campus system of the University of Massachusetts, which came into 
existence on September 1, 1991, under the name University of Massachusetts Dartmouth.  The other 
campuses are Lowell, Boston, Amherst, and Worcester (Medical). In 1991 SMU’s independent Board of 
Trustees was abolished in favor of a single board and one university President with oversight at all five 
campuses.  Records of the Trustees are now kept by the President’s office on Tremont Street in Boston.  
The last regular meeting of the SMU Board of Trustees was July 19, 1991. 
 
See the General Information section of the 1964-1965 catalogue of SMTI for a more detailed history; a 
copy is attached).  For a complete list of building construction and dates, see URC 12.  For historical 
background on Bradford Durfee College of Technology see URC 2 and for the New Bedford Institute of 
Technology see URC 1.   For documentation on the acquisition of land see A8, and for records of the 
Office of Buildings and Grounds during construction, see B9.  For information on the creation of the 5 
campus system, see A1 of the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth records. 
 
Scope and Contents Note:  The collection consists of 31 books of minutes of Board of Trustees meetings, 
1960-1991, contained in 26 slip-cased 3-ring binder volumes, 12 boxes of attachments and memos from 
the chairperson, 1969-1991 (boxes 2-13), 7 boxes of trustee committee minutes, 1964-1991 (boxes 14-19), 
and 2 boxes containing bylaws, handbooks, and biographical files on everyone who has served as a trustee, 



1960-1991, arranged alphabetically (boxes 1-2).  The first 3 volumes of the slip-case binders comprise an 
index to the Board of Trustee meeting minutes, 1960-1980.  There is no index to the minutes 1981-1991.  
Of special note, contained within the attachments and committee minutes are full text budgets and reports 
generated by various departments and administrators, including construction proposals, curricular changes, 
and enrollment data.  These records thoroughly document the activities of the university from 1964-1991, 
with the bulk of the records dating from 1978-1991. 
 
Acquisition:  transferred prior to 1995 from the Trustees Office by Cecelia Denwood, assistant secretary to 
the Board of Trustees.   
 
Access:  The collection is public record and unrestricted, with the exception of personal information per 
the exemptions outlined in the Massachusetts Public Records Law. 
 
Copyright:  Request for permission to publish material from the collection should be discussed with the 
University Archivist. 
 
Citation:  Southeastern Massachusetts University, Board of Trustees Recordss, 1960-1991, University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth Archives and Special Collections.  
 
Processing note:  Processed prior to 1995 by Helen Koss; finding aid by Judy Farrar, July 1998.  
Originally catalogued as B1 and B2. 
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Item list 

 
Volume # Description 
 
Meeting minutes: 
 
 1  Index, 1960-1965 
 2  Index, 1966-1975 
 3  Index, 1976-1980 
 4  Book 1, minutes, 1960-1963 
 5  Book 2, minutes, 1964-1965 
 6  Book 3, minutes, 1966-1967 
 7  Book 4, minutes, 1968 
 8  Book 5, minutes, 1969 
 9  Book 6, minutes, 1970 
10  Book 7, minutes, 1971 
11  Book 8, minutes, Jan. - Aug. 1972 
12  Book 9, minutes, Sept. - Dec. 1972 
13  Book 10, minutes, 1973 
14  Book 11, minutes, Jan. - Aug. 1974 
15  Book 12, minutes, Sept. - Dec. 1974 
16  Book 13-14, minutes, 1975 
17  Book 15-16, minutes, 1976 
18  Book 17-18, minutes, 1977 
19  Book 19-20, minutes, 1978 
20  Book 21-22, minutes, 1979 
21  Book 23, minutes, 1980 
22  Book 24, minutes, 1981 
23  Book 25, minutes, 1982 
24  Book 26, minutes, 1983 
25  Book 27, minutes, 1984 
26  Book 28, minutes, 1985 
27  Book 29, minutes, 1986 
28  Book 30, minutes, 1987 
29  Book 31, minutes, 1988-1991 
 
Box# Folder# Description 
 
Administrative materials: 
 
1 1 Bylaws, 1961-1964 
 2 Bylaws, 1973 
 3 Bylaws, 1981 
 4 Bylaws, 1985 
 5 Bylaws, 1988 
 6 Bylaws, 1990 
 6a Analysis of Bylaws and Statues, c. 1965 
 7 Handbook, 1983 
 8 Handbook, 1990 
 9 Pamphlet, “Board of Trustees Leadership Role in Fundraising for SMU,” [1989] 
 10 Members, A-C, 1960-1991 
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Box# Folder# Description 
 
1 11 Members, D-G, 1960-1991 
 12 Members, H-K, 1960-1991 
 13 Members, L-O, 1960-1991 
 14 Members, Pacheco-Rotenberg, 1960-1991 
2 15 Members, Saltonstall-Sutcliffe, 1960-1991 
 16 Members, T-Z, 1960-1991 
 17 Profile of members, 1965-1991 
 
 17a Correspondence from SMU president Driscoll, 1970-1971 
 
Memos from the chairperson: 
 
2 18 1969-1972 
 19 1971-1972 
 20 1973 
3 21 1974 
 22 1975 
 23 1973-1978 
 24 1979-1983 
  
 
 
Meeting agendas with attachments: 
 
3A 24a January – Dec. 1970 
 24b January – June 1971 
 24c July – Dec. 1971 
 24d January – Jne 1972 
 
4 25 1/26/78 
 26 2/23/78 and 4/6/78 
 27 5/18/78 
 28 6/22/78 (2 folders) 
 29 9/7/78 part I 
5 30 9/7/78 part II 
 31 10/19/78 
 32 11/30/78 
 33 5/10/79 
 34 6/79 
 35 6/79 
 36 7/26/79-11/29/79 
6 37 1/17/80 
 38 2/28/80 
 39 4/10/80 
 40 5/29/80 
 41 6/28/80 and 9/4/80 
 42 10/16/80 
 43 12/18/80 
 44 1/29/81-2/26/81 
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Box# Folder# Description 
  
6 45 3/19/81 
7 46 4/9/81 
 47 5/21/81 
 48 6/25/81 
 49 10/22/81 
 50 1/21/82-2/25/82 
7 51 4/1/82 
 52 5/20/82 
 53 6/24/82  
 54 7/29/82 Part I 
 55 7/29/82 Part II 
8 56 9/16/82-10/28/82 
 57 12/9/82 
 58 1/13/83 
 59 2/17/83, 4/7/83 
 60 5/19/83 
 61 6/23/83  
 62 9/22/83 
 63 10/27/83 
 64 12/15/83 
9 65 1/19/84 
 66 2/29/84 
 67 3/29/84 
 68 5/10/84 
 69 6/21/84 
 70 9/27/84 part I 
 71 9/27/84 part II 
 72 10/24/84 
 73 12/13/84 
10 74 1/24/85-2/28/85 
 75 4/11/85 
 76 5/16/85 
 77 6/20/85 
 78 9/12/85 
 79 10/24/85 
 80 12/12/85 
 81 1/30/86 
 82 3/20/86 
11 83 5/8/86 
 84 6/19/86 
 85 9/18/86 
 86 10/30/86 
 87 12/18/86 
 88 2/5/87 
 89 3/26/87 
 90 5/14/87 
 91 6/18/87 
 92 9/10/87 
 93 10/29/87 
12 94 12/10/87 
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Box# Folder# Description 
  
12 95 1/21/88 
 96 3/10/88 
 97 5/12/88 
 98 6/23/88 
 99 9/8/88 
 100 11/8/88 
 101 1/19/89 part I 
 102 1/19/89 part II 
 103 5/11/89 
 104 6/22/89 
13 105 9/14/89 
 106 10/10/89 
 107 11/9/89 
 108 1/18/90 
 109 3/22/90 
 110 5/10/90 
 111 6/21/90 
 112 11/15/90 
 113 9/13/90 

113a 10/31/90 
 114 1/24/91 

114a 3/21/91  
 115 5/11/91 

115a 6/20/91 
116 7/19/91 

 
Committee minutes: 
 
14 117 Committee on Academic and Student Affairs, 1988-1989 
 118       “                    “                        “                 1990-1991 
 119 Committee on Administration and Finance, 6/88-1/89 
 120       “                         “                       “         2/89-6/89 part I 
 121       “                         “                       “               “        part II 

122              “                         “                       “         9/89-6/91 
15 123 Committee on Advisory Committees, 1978-1980 
 124 Buildings and Grounds Committee, 1964-1967 
 125      “                    “               “           1968-1970 
 126      “                    “               “            1972-1988 
 127 Committee on Faculty and Program of Studies, 1972-1975 
 128       “                   “                  “               “         1976 
16 129       “                   “                  “               “          1/77-5/77 
 130              “                   “                  “               “          6/77-8/77 
 131       “                   “                  “               “          9/77-12/77 
 132       “                   “                  “               “          1/78-4/78 
 133       “                   “                  “               “          5/78 
 134       “                   “                  “               “          6/78 
17 135       “                   “                  “               “          9/78-11/79 
 136       “                   “                  “               “          1980-1983 
 137  Committee on Planning and Resource Development, 1988-1991 
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Box# Folder# Description 
 
17 138  Committee on Gifts and Bequests, 1973 
 139 Textile Advisory Committee, 1973-1975 
 140 Joint Ad Hoc Committee on Tuition, 1975-1976 
18 141 Committee on Personnel and Programs of Study, 12/85-3/86 
 142         “                    “                     “               “      5/86-6/86 
 143         “                    “                     “               “      9/86-10/86 
 144         “                    “                     “               “      12/86           
 145         “                    “                     “               “      1/87-2/87 

146 Committee on Personnel and Programs of Study, 3/87-5/87 
 147        “                     “                    “                “      6/87 
 148        “                     “                    “                 “     9/87 part I 
 149        “                     “                    “                 “     9/87 part II 
19 150        “                     “                    “                 “     9/87 part III 
 151        “                     “                    “                 “     10/87-12/87 
 152        “                     “                    “                 “     1/88-6/88 
 153 Committee on Planning and Resource Development, 1990-1991 
 154 Committee on University Expectations, 1969 
 155 Committee on Use of Campus Facilities, 1977-1978 
 156 Committee on the Status of Women, 1975-1979 
 157 Board of Trustees Commendation for President Walker, 1983   
  


